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Five Corners 
project  

green-lighted
By JASON STARR
The Essex Reporter

The redevelopment of the southwest 
corner of Essex Junction’s Five Corners 
intersection received final approval from 
the District Environmental Commission 
that administers Vermont’s Act 250 land 
use law Friday. But the decision was not 
unanimous. And the developer is waiting 
out the 30-day appeal period before 
moving ahead with site work.

Milot Real Estate of Williston plans to 
demolish the existing building on the one-
acre property, a former branch of People’s 
United Bank, and erect a four-story 
complex of apartments, underground 
parking and street-level retail space. 
Widened sidewalks around the corner are 
designed to create a plaza feel.

Architect Greg Rabideau said the 
six-month wait from the time of the 
commission’s April public hearing on the 
application has pushed the construction 
time frame into next spring. However, 
demolition of the existing building may 
occur before winter, he said. 

But, given the opposition to the 
building’s size and traffic impacts from a 
group of residents living on nearby School 
Street, nothing will happen until early 
December, when the appeal deadline 
expires. After demolition, the first move 
in erecting the new building will be 
excavating out a 48-space underground 
parking garage, Rabideau said.

“It’s too bad it took this long,” he 
said. “We are still very excited about the 
project. I think it is going to be a great 
thing for the community.”

The 15,000 square feet of street-level 
commercial space has been advertised 
to potential tenants through Vermont 
Commercial Real Estate. But discussions 
won’t get serious until the Act 250 
decision is finalized and a completion 
date can be reasonably estimated. 

Town offices due for $1.7 million renovation
By JASON STARR
The Essex Reporter

The Essex Selectboard 
endorsed a $1.7 million plan to 
renovate the town offices Monday 
now that the police department 
has moved into a new building.

The police vacated 1,800 
square feet at 81 Main Street 
in September, and the board is 
using that as an opportunity 
to widen tight spaces, improve 
access for people with disabilities 
and remove hazardous materials 
such as asbestos and possibly 
underground petroleum — the 
building was once a commercial 
garage, after all.

The renovation is scheduled 
to begin in May and nearly 
double the square footage of 
the town offices to about 9,000 
square feet. That includes an 
addition off the back of the 
building to serve as a land 
records vault. It also includes a 
new elevator, new stairs, new 
conference room and the move 
of the Parks and Recreation 
Department to where the police 
department was — on the first 
floor with its own entrance.

According to Essex Public 
Works Director Dennis Lutz, 
who led an investigation of 
options for the building in the 
months leading up to the police 

departure, the town has the 
money to complete the project 
in its capital funds and through 
state funding for land records. 

“The funds are there to 
make this happen without going 
back to the voters and that was 
important, to work within the 
available dollars,” Lutz said. 

Essex architect John Alden of 
Scott and Partners Architecture 
drafted plans for the renovations 
that the selectboard endorsed in 
a 5-0 vote Monday. Alden is vice 
chairman of the Essex Junction 
Planning Commission, which will 
need to approve the plan through 
public hearings before work 

A virtual reality
By JOE CARDELLO

The Essex Reporter

The Virtual Intercultural Avenues program at Essex High 
School recently used their virtual connections to orchestrate a 
ground exchange with students and teachers from France. On Oct. 
15 around 20 students and two teachers from Narbonne, France 
came to Vermont and lodged with EHS students from Jill Prado’s 
French classes. The visiting students were able to shadow for their 
appointed Essex student ambassador during the stay. 

The guests were not only given a first hand look at EHS, but 
they had the opportunity to experience a deeper look into Vermont. 
They travelled to Jay Peak, made chocolate at Champlain 
Chocolates, and even sat down for a slice at American Flatbread. 
Prado couldn’t mask her excitement during a phone interview 
last week while listing the activities and happenings during the 
exchange.  

An architectural rendering of the apartment/
retail building planned for the corner of Park 
and Pearl streets in Essex Junction.
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Essex splits state championship games
BY JOE CARDELLO

The Essex Reporter

This past weekend on Nov.1 the 
Hornet boys’ soccer and field hockey 
teams fought for the Division-I 
State Championship title. After two 
exhilarating matches the field hockey 
team won their second consecutive 
state championship while the boys 
were beat in a shootout with the South 
Burlington Rebels.

After an arduous battle the Essex 
boys’ soccer team netted one goal nine 
minutes into the second half against 
the Rebels. The play swung in the 
Hornets favor until a Rebel snuck a 
goal past Essex goalkeeper Ben Wood 
with only 8.4 seconds to spare. The tie, 
1-1, forced the teams into overtime. 
After two scoreless extra periods, the 
teams moved into penalty shootouts. 
Essex successfully sank two shots, 
but they could not match the South 
Burlington squad with four netted 
strikes and subsequently lost the match 
and state title.

The Hornets’ field hockey team had 
had a near spotless season, only giving 
up four goals and one tie throughout 
regular and post season play. Their 
state championship game against 
Champlain Valley Union was tight; the 

Hornet lead never surpassed one goal. 
When CVU scored a tying goal in the 
second half, the Essex team was able 
to rally and nail another ball past their 

opponents’ goalkeeper winning the 
game 2-1. 

Read full game stories on page 1b.

The Essex High School field hockey team celebrates after winning the Division-I State Championship on Saturday afternoon at UVM against 
Champlain Valley Union.  

Essex sophomore Ben Wood narrowly dives for a shot during an overtime penalty shootout 
during the Division 1 State Championship on Saturday at Burlington High School.  
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Dame turns over village seat

By JASON STARR
The Essex Reporter

Paul Dame upended three-term 
incumbent Linda Waite-Simpson Tuesday 
for one of the two Essex Junction seats in the 
Vermont House of Representatives while five-

term incumbent Tim 
Jerman retained the 
other seat, according 
to preliminary election 
results reported by the 
Essex Town Clerk’s 
Office. 

The win turns the 
seat from Democrat to 
Republican. Dame’s 
Republican running 
mate Tim Allard 
placed third in the five-person field with 
Libertarian Lilith Soleil a distant fifth. 

Dame, a native of Shoreham and an 
Essex Junction resident since 2009, made 
an unsuccessful run at the seat in 2012.

In the Essex Town district, incumbents 
Linda Myers (Republican) and Debbie 
Evans (Democrat) handily won re-election 
over Libertarian Varpilah Chase. 

In Essex's shared district with 
Westford — long held by Westford's 
Martha Heath — Bob Bancroft defeated 
Liz Subin by roughly 200 votes. Bancroft 
serves on the Westford Selectboard and 
won Westford by a wider margin than 
Subin won her town of Essex.

Dame garnered 1,391 votes to Waite-
Simpson’s 1,301. Allard had 1,360 and 
Jerman won with 1,458. Dame said 
Tuesday that his campaign’s strict reliance 
on local funding and volunteer support paid 
off, and that his priorities of property tax 
relief and improving the state’s business 
climate resonated.

“There is a lot I’ll be learning over the 
next couple months (in preparation for the 
legislative session in January),” said Dame, 
who works for himself as the owner of a 

Waite-Simpson ousted; 
Jerman, Evans, Myers  

re-elected

– See ELECTION on page 3a

Paul Dame


