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can begin. The selectboard also plans to 
hold public informational meetings this fall 
before hiring contractors for construction.

Keeping the town offices functional 
during construction will require four phases 
to the project, Alden said. The meeting room 
where the selectboard, planning commission 
and other boards meet will be out of 
commission for a stretch of time, however, 
and public meetings will have to be held 
elsewhere, Alden said.

Alden anticipates a six-month build, 
putting completion in November of 2015.

“I didn’t know it would be this 
fantastic,” she exclaimed. “The kids 
were so excited and everyone was so 
inviting.”

She mentioned how the French 
students created a sort of Essex High 
School musical with constant singing 
and chanting that continued up until 
they left in the early morning on Oct. 
24.

“The students said the school 
seems so much quieter without the 
French here. They sang all the time.

“When they were on the bus for 
Montréal they had the French flag 
waving out of the window and were 
singing La Marseillaise [The French 

national anthem].”

For more information and to follow 
the VIA program visit www.viavenues.
org.
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The Essex and French students pose for a 
group photo at EHS.
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People campaign outside of the Essex High School polling 
location on Tuesday morning. 

Community members wait in line to cast their ballots at Essex High 
School on Tuesday morning. 

Dave Zehnacker casts his ballot at Essex High School 
on Tuesday morning. 

Voters come and go at the Essex High School polling location 
on Tuesday morning. 
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financial consulting 
business. “But my priorities 
will match exactly what I 
campaigned on.”

He hopes to help achieve 
short-term legislative 
property tax relief while 
lawmakers grapple with 
complex long-term solutions 
like changing the education 
funding formula.

“Even if it’s a small step, 
I want to do something we 
can do quickly,” he said. 

Dame is also eager to 
veer the state away from its 
move toward a universal, 
government-run health care 
system, which, according to 
current law, is scheduled to 
begin in 2017. 

“At the very least we need 
to say this is not going to be 
ready for 2017,” Dame said. 
“We’ve already moved with 
Vermont Health Connect on a 
crunched timeline and we’ve 
seen poor results on that.”

Bancroft, also a 
Republican, was unavailable 
for comment Tuesday. Subin, 
a local school board member 
and community organizer 
who ran as a Democrat, said 
the experience of making her 
first run at statewide elected 
office was memorable.

“I learned an incredible 
amount,” she said. “I really 
appreciate the chance to 
connect with so many of my 
neighbors and learn what 
matters most to the people 
who live here.”

While statewide results 
of the race for Vermont 
governor were unavailable 
by press time, Essex 
voters favored Republican 
challenger Scott Milne over 
incumbent Democrat Peter 
Shumlin by a vote tally of 
2,954 to 2,603.


