
 
 
 

1,500 students. 25 teachers. 15 schools. 4 countries. 3 languages. 1 year. 
 
In a year, Virtual Intercultural Avenues has grown exponentially.  
 
VIA began with a generous grant by 
the Rowland Foundation. Grant 
recipient and EHS French and 
Spanish teacher Jill Prado is one of 
five Vermont teachers who received 
the Rowland Fellowship in 2012.   
This project—Virtual Intercultural 
Avenues (VIA)—is a tool for 
educators and students to make the 
acquisition of foreign language skills 
and cultural knowledge more 
effective, relevant, and fun.   
 
VIA is a portal that connects 
students at EHS and abroad using 
21st century technology enablers such as Scopia, a virtual classroom, and eTwinning, a European 
Union-wide educational platform.  High school and middle school students in Lille and Narbonne, 
France; Brussels, Belgium; San Diego, California; and South Burlington, Burlington, Essex, and 
Hinesburg, Vermont are connected to each other through VIA’s platform.  
 
This year, VIA teachers have connected their language classrooms through virtual classrooms, 
online curriculum, live Scopia class discussions, live Twitter chats, a Blogger conversations page 

with nearly 6,000 views and 150+ 
posts per prompt, and a Vimeo 
account with 1,500+ views that shares 
student-produced videos sharing their 
country’s language, cities, history, 
culture, and their own high schools 
and homes.  Via Vimeo and Blogger, 
student have shared their thoughts 
and compared their views on cultural 
stereotypes, music, food, seasons, 
travel and the differences between 
American and European high schools.  
 
 
 



 
The focus of VIA is not just for language acquisition: VIA is a global professional, 
educational, and social network for teachers and students.  
 
VIA is led by Jill Prado and a dynamic team of VIA teachers. Not only have the teachers embraced 
this exciting, pedagogical, challenging, and technological opportunity, the students’ interests 
have been piqued—they are not only gaining language skills, but social skills and cultural 
understanding.  
 
VIA creates a virtual bridge between our high school in Vermont, and schools abroad. It is a 

portal for student and teacher collaboration. Teachers 
correspond and collaborate through 
videoconferencing, Skype, and teaching within virtual 
classrooms. Students communicate through blogs, 
Twitter, Tumblr, Vimeo and Facebook. Ultimately, VIA 
is an international cultural exchange.  
 
This is a way of recreating the classroom so that 
learning can take place beyond the traditional block of 
time allotted to one academic discipline within a school 
day. VIA makes professional, educational and social 
connections that encourage students to be 
intellectually curious about and appreciative of other 
cultures. And it allows teachers to share resources, 
philosophies, and ideas. 
 
The reach of VIA is impressive—and growing 
exponentially. The goal of VIA is to grow the portal to 

encompass many disciplines, languages, and classrooms in countries around the world.  
 
What’s next for VIA? Over the next half year, VIA will be solidifying high school connections and 
expansion into at least one high school in Spain and one high school in Mexico.  VIA’s disciplines 
will be expanded beyond foreign language to include mathematics and social studies. Lastly, 
Vermont will be hosting a French delegation from Narbonne and Lille this May, and in the 
fall of 2014, welcoming a class of French high school students from Lille, France!  
 
Connect with VIA:  
Twitter: @VIAvenues 
Facebook: VIA – Virtual Intercultural Avenues 
Vimeo: Virtual Intercultural Avenues 
Website: http://www.viavenues.org 
 

https://twitter.com/VIAvenues
https://www.facebook.com/VirtualInterculturalAvenues
https://vimeo.com/viavenues/albums
http://www.viavenues.org/

